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DE 45 . RON agr. * with this 
T Climate; the number of Hands 
Wi 3); that are employ d in the Culture; 
& | threefourths atleaſt ofthe Charge 
being for Labour, and two thirds 
a hof that, for ſuch as cannot other- 
wiſe S any 3 will I hope, be a ſufficient 
Apology for offering to this Society, the account 
of its Management in England, as communicated 
to the Royal Society in 1729, by Dr. James Dou- 
glaſs, with ſome Remarks thereon. | 


The greateſt Plenty of Saffron is cultivated ind 
| Combridg ſhire, | in a Circle of about 10 Miles 
EE” Diameter, 
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3 as it has 3 there planted longeſt, and 
with the moſt. ſuceeis; dhe Me 
ould ſeem more e ig 5 N le. 
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The Cuſtom there: to a Ih > Yours a 
the blen, a and other circumſtances agree 


hy ſeldom plant dre two os wa » > 


chooſing them, the grains (Rn, they have 


regard to, is, that it is wel Jed, the 8 . 
poor, nor a very ſtiff Ct a teniperate dry 8 
Mould, ſuch as lie on Chalk. Th 


About Lady-aay, they carefully Plough it, 2h 
draw the Faxtorls much cloſer, and tieped (if the 
Soil will allow it,) Han is done for any Corn; in 
Ht they lay between twenty, or 2 Loads 
A Bene 0n 220 Ars Ec Wing red, they 

Plongh it in; the Thorteſf; moſt rotten Dung, is 


S | 
beſt: about Midſummer they plough a third time, 


and between every Pole, in breadth, they leave 


a Purrow, or French, to 23 1. Weeds in, at 5 


the proper Seafon. 1 


They fence the atidte EY dead Hoes, or : 


Hurdles not only to keep out Cattle, but 


cially Hares, who are very fond of the + Leaves, i 


Winter. 

The warm Summers are beſt for chis Plant; ; if 
there be 9 Showers from. time to time, they 
| ſeldom 
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. 
lden miſe of a Crop, if the 3 of the 
ſoregoing Winter haye not baton the Heads. 


They Nat in Jab : thus, One Man with 2 " 


5 Spit- bopel raiſes between three or four Inches of 
Earth, and throws it before him, about ſix In- 


ches; two Women, following with Roots, place 


8 them i in the fartheſt edge of the Trench, at three 


Inches diſtance ; as ſoon as the Digger has gone 
the Breadth of the Trench, he begins at the o- 
ther fide and digging as before, covers the Roots 
laſt ſet, and makes the ſame room for the Setters 


| to place a new Row, at the ſame diſtance from the 
firſt that they are from one another. The only 


nicety in Trenching, is to leave ſome part of the 
firſt ſtratum of Earth, untouched to lie under the 
Roots, and in ſetting to place the Roots directly 


on the Bottoms. Formerly when Roots were dear, 


they did not plant them ſo thick, and now they 
have a regard to their ſize, planting the agen, 


| atagreater, Diſtance than the 1 1 8 7 


The quantity of Root, platited in an Ae is 


rally. 128 Buſhels, which according to the 4 


mentioned Diſtances, and ſuppoſing them to be an 
Inch in Diameter Or to amount to 3 92,040" in 
number. 85 159 | | 


41 September the Geo muſt be . pas ” 


red with a- ſharp: 
into the Furroõw-wWw. 
In ſome time after appear the Flowers which N 
are 5 as well before, as after full Blowing, - 
25 A 3 early 


Hough, and the Weeds raked 


” 2 _—— 
EOS WES, > ; 
r 
— 
* 


16k ee 
93 her 
1 r 


1 — 
4 
2 
4 
* 
9 
* 1 . 
G & 
2 4 
„ 2 Ky 
1 
TY 
”Y 
= 
Þ 
. 
*. 
4 
4 2 
3 8 . 
” 2 Bm) 
BS . * 
1 
4 Rs . 
2 
- 2 
iD p 
og - 
1 
1 
1 4 
- +} nh 
r 
* \ 
= 
_— 
o 
5 . 
1 
SOS | 
ba 
1 
3 4 
- == 
- 
U l 
4 
3 
4 
. 
LE. 
_*S 
* * 
. 
1 =o - 
5 
3 
1 7 
' A 
- o ELY 
1 
ie 3 
+1 
1 
1 
4 co 
1 
8 1 
# 14 
1 
1 - 
4 
| 
* 
14 3 
+= 
5 „ 


n 


34 


(66) 


early i in athe Morning, they pull thewhole Flows = 


throwing them into Baskets; which work is com- 
mo nly done before ten or eleven of Clock. 


1 


Bas a Hon f PR” Fiend of on: a RD Til 


ble, — themſelves round it, they pick out 


the Chives, as alſo a long portion of the Style to 
which they are joined; the reſt of the flower is uſe- 
leſs. This Work they repeat, daily, even on 
Sunda 90 untill the whole Crop is gathered... 1 


The lied being picked, are dried on a Kiln 1 
The Kiln is built on a thick Plank, (that it may 
be moved from place to place,) ſupported by 
four ſhort Legs; the Outſide conſiſts of eight 
pieces of Wood, about three Inches thick, joined 
in form of a Quadrangular Frame, about twelve. 


Inches ſquare at bottom, on the inſide, and twen- 
ty two Inches at top, Which is equal to the Per- 


pendicular of it. On the foreſide is left a hole 
eight Inches ſquare, and four Inches above the 
Plank, through which they put the Fire. Over 
all, Laths are nail'd and plaiſtered on both ſides, 
as is the Plank: at the bottom, which ſerves for a 
Hearth. Over the Mouth, or wideſt Part, a 
Hair-cloth is fixed to tuo ſides, and to two row- 
lers, which are turn'd by Wedges, or Screws, in 


order to ſtretch the Cloth; inſtead of a Hair- 


cloth, many uſe a. Net-work of Iron Wire by 
which the Saffron is dried quicker, and with leſs 
ſuel, but the difficulty of keeping the Saffron |}! 
from burning, makes the Hair-cloth to be pre- 

_ Z : 
| The 


Cake with a thin Knife, and ſliding a thin Boaz 


1 hours happens amiſs, they reckon the danger oyer, 


07). 


ing 1 in a light part of- the 
Houſe, — ve or ſix ſheets of Paper on the 


Hair-cloth, on which they ſpread the wet Saf⸗ 
fron, between two or three Inches thick, this they 
cover with other Sheets of white Paper, and then 
a Blanket, five or fix times doubled, or a Canvas 
pillow ſtuff d with Straw ; after. the fire has been 


lighted ſome time the whole is covered with a 
: pours, on which i is a large weight, 


At firſt * give a Rrong Heat, to ke the 
Chives ſweat, but if this is not done with care, 


the Saffron is e 1 bi all is EW Shak © 


is on the Hala, 8 

When! it — been thus dryd for an hour, they 
take off all the coverings, then they take the Saffron 
off from the under Paper, raiſing the edges of the 


between the under Papers and | Hair-cloth, - 


turm it upſide down, and cover it as before. This ; 


heat they continue for an hour, they turn and lay: 


the weight on, as before. If nothing during theſe 


they have no more to do, but to keep a gentle 
fire, turning the Cake every half hour, untill it 
be thoroughly dry, for doing of which is grneraly 
N OT, four Hours. 5 _ 


In dry ying the plump Chiles: tay u GbR 
but in the latter end of the Crop, when the Chives 
are ſmaller and not ſo fat, ö they ſprinkle « the Cake 
| #5 with 
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1 be 3k , and therefore Charcoal is preferred, 


Sometimes, five or fix pounds of wet Qhives + are 
got From one Rood, ſometimes not above one or 
two, and ſometimes not enough to be worth whilg 
to gather, and dry. About five pounds of wet 

Chives go to make one pound of dry Saffron, for 
the firſt three Weeks o the C TOP, andfix pounds 
for the laſt Week. At a medium, two pounds of 
Saffron may be allowed to an Acre ar the firſt 
Crop, and twenty four for the two Years remains 


ai ond, third Kh 50 . K wer an 


| There i 18 * repetition erery Tear on Hough 
wg; Picking, and D without any thing 
Mee except they let the attle- into the Fields, 
after the 3 are decay d, to ed on {Nig 
Weeds, or mow them for the ſame aſe} 3:i56w 7, 


About Midfum wer after the. third. bo is ga- 
ther'd, the 1 8 muſt be all taken up, and 925 

i they break the Ground, ſometinſes by 
Plough, others uſe a forked Hough, and then 


the Ground is harrqwed once or twice over, du- 

ring all which time of ploughing, or digging, or 

harrowing, fifteen Hands will find work enough 

to follow, and gather up the Heads. or Roots; 

then, they carry them in TT, to the Houſe, 1 
| 3 there 4 
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Rent for 3 Years, no 
Pioughing deten n . 


Gathering the Heads or Roots. 
n or cleaving the Roots, DES 4 __ 


; Hine: wo be | N Km 


The quantity of W en 53 at a Median, 


uſhels. 


ſometimes to flo . 
This is the whole Culture, 


| | og fr all [ag from each Acre marx 

ey cat the largeſt, 
- 994 fatteſt 850 but above all reſect the 
inted ones, which they call Spickets, for 
ſmall round, or flat Pooth 4 a obſerv d 


plump- 


the attending Char- 


Js and profits of an Acre, one Tear with àno- 


Country, is in the annexed Scheme. 


1 


2 4 1 w 4 + k 
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Dunging, 
Hedging, 


ww . oe ——r= * — 


Spitting and ſetting W — | 


Weeding, and paring the Ground. — 


Gathering and picking the Flowers, 


Drying the Flowers, 
Inſtruments of Labour for 3 Vears, 
Ploughing once, harrowing twice, 


Teta Charge. 7 


ther, according to the price of Labour in n 


33 12 12 00 


"mn 


( (de). 


>The" len price of Saffron 1 would . at At 


ty Shillings' per Pound. If the mean produce is 


twenty fix pounds from an Acre, the amount 


will be düfte i nine Pounds Sterling, which is fif- 
teen Pound eight. Shillings neat profit, for the 
three Years, or five Pound two Shillings and 


eight pence, yearly, This is ſuppoſing all the La- 


bour was to be hired, for ready Money, þut as 
the Planter and his Family do a conſiderable part, 
ſome of this expence is ſaved. That is, by plant- 


ing Saffron, he may not only clear about five 


pound yearly 5 Acre, but alſo maintain himſelf 


and Family, for ſome part of each ar. 


I have ſaid nothing here, concerning the Charge 
in buying or Profits in ſelling the Roots, becauſe 


e muſt at length ballance one Another. 


Ts | So far Dr. Douglaſs 

os Blair. in his account 1s prolix, on his Ge- 
5 mien of new Roots from the old ones, which 
dye every Year, but as his Philoſophy is more 
for Speculation, than the Improvement of the 


Planter, I ſhall. take no other notice of it, than 


that he tried the Spicket Roots, ſeveral Vears, 
of could not produce one Ange Flower from ay | 
FROM. 5 IT. | 


Ms tid, - 3 Brakes, and 1 Moller, 
with ſome others have given very general and im- 
perfect Directions, ſuch as are in no wiſe, worth 
ndtice. 


cn). 


Not oa dem che report of Suh but from 

| repeated trials, of the Saffron, I have raig'd, and 

"BY Kren little parcels, 1 have purchaſed from TG 

4 the Saffron produced by this Country is ſuperi 

F in eyery Quality, to that of other e — 
Voaas 1 to Mbertain the proportion; I would ſay, 


and half of Eugliſb, three Ounces of French, Ld 
four or five Ounces of care 


A little Wee phi from \ Curioſity WW 
lead me to chooſe a ſandy looſe Soil; ſuch is moſt 


* | rally , I would 3 manure with n 
- : than Dung. | 


ne beſt time for gathering, in 1 to the 
ewe is before they are fully open, that in the 
Scheme mark d 2, is in the fitteſt ſtate, Number 
3, is rather too ſoon, but T would recomend the 
gathering of it, for fear before the ſucceedi 
Morning, it will be too ripe, for the Sun in three 
or four hours, will much decay the Chin 
ſuch manner; as is endeayour'd to be expreſs'd be 
1 8 flower, mark d 1. 


The number of Chives, in each flower, is ge= 
ally three, often four, and ſometimes, tho but very 
ſeldom, you will meet with five, in one flower. 
Rather than queſtion the Veracity of the Doc- 
; tor 8 Account, I would n ſome diſagreements 


between 


one Ounce of Tri/b Saffron is equal to an Ounce | 


agreable to all bulbous Roots ; and if not natu - 
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between his Accout nt, and my eee to 
our Soil and e So er THE 3 


mot Te . 
, Do bite: nis account, „ in er ty blowin in ren. 


1 
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H Live ys, the PET, rear, an 19 vil produce, 
two. dy 3255 of dry Saffron, and it ſhould ſeem, 
the fecond Year, eleven pounds, and the third 


thirteen pounds, K that the wet Chives looſe 
four hiths and five fixths in drying. 


The proportional Produce of an Trip Low 
wed be, taking whole qu antities, three 1 
ſeventeen Pounds, | and twenty one Pounds. 


My Plantation is about 420 fqu are feet, = 


excluding the firſt year, I never had leſs than in 
the prope rtion of twenty five pounds, and a Mem- 1 
ber of this Society, aſſures me, from about thirty | 
Feet ſquare, a Relation of his, in the County of 


Wexford, had half a pound of dried 8 oa, 
| which i Is much more ter Acre. 


Mx Boge of preſerving Saffion, 5 immerging 
it in high rectified Spirits of Wine, has in the gee 
ner hindred an accurate account of the loſs in 
ing; but if my Notes are right, to which cor- 
feht the account of others, the 205 en 
looſes but two 1 in the aft 
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That mean eee e beseitigt 
years; as by the Doctors A count, dt alittle * 
zes me. Wy Original Stock about eighteen Tears 
agp, Was 100. 3 from England. 161928: 
1 had at leaſt a Barrel, in number probably og, 
whereas, had the progreſſive increaſe been in his 
Proportion, they could have been but 750. 1 
have often told the Produce, or Offsets of a ſingle 
Root, and generally found, twelve or fourteen 
fit to be planted, and very often, many more; and 
this in a * far from being ſo proper, at leaſt, by 
Nature, as I ſhould adviſe to be choſen. 


But let the Docs Melt be allowed, and 
his product of dry Saffron; and the mean Price 
here, to be thirty ſeven Shillings Iriſb, which is as 
little as ever I knew it, often forty, fifty, Shil- 
lings per Pound, and ſometimes more. The ac- 
count will ſtand thus, rateing our Land and 
Labour, equally dear with the Engliſh. p 


The product of an Acre, in three Years will be 
1 

forty one: pounds, van 7 1700 
All Charges for che 3 n —— 34 OO oo 


Profit to the Planter, — — 41 17 00 


The Cuftom-houſe Books only tell us, what 
is fairly Imported, and reports ſuch a Quantity, 
as 1 have reaſon to Lb is far ſhort of the 
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truth; it lies in little room, and ſhould 
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but the making 

the applying it 
uſes, which now 1 
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Of the Nature of the ſeveral ſorts of Wheat, and the 

Improve 
ment o Barley, by Brining the Seed, after an entire 

8 IV. .Of ev 
y e V. 


ſes. VI. A new Method to Improve Land at a ſmall 
expence, with Burns Clay.. VII. Of the Manages 


and an Explanation of all the Terms uſed in Botany, 
and Gardening. Together with accounts of the Na- 
ure and Uſe of Barometgrs, Thermometers, and Hy- 


en, Frair, and Pieaſute 9 75 
E 


bb Broceli, Spaniſh Carubom, * C2] 
other Foreign Kitchem=Vegetables:” As alſo an acebünt 


Seat: The Foarrh Edition Revi“ 


- _ BOOKS Primed oth 5 —— 
ters, roßer for Gardeners; and of the Ori igin, 
ge ng N N Meteors, and the 0 ar 
Influences of Air, Earth, Fire and Water u pon Vege= 
tatiqn yo the beſt Natural Philoſo . I 
Adorf d with Copper Plates. By Phillip - "ith kr, 

Re, to the: Bae Garden, At Ubeſta, ad. 
The Cardentrs Kalender, Direcing what Works 
aro neceſſary to be done 1 Every Month,” in the Kirch. 
and in rhe Conftrvg- 
With an f/f of the: Path ficular Seaſons for 
tis Propag _ and C/ of all forts of Excnlent x Greg 

and Fraits proper for the Table, 3 ſorts of 
2955 and Trees, that flower In Weh 


Piech. By Þhilliy Miller,” Garde: ber to the Worz 


ſhipful Ca patty. 4 4 e WK their. Bora nit 
Garden in Chee wy R. S. on er 1) 34's 


A Comp 41508 oi for! & er the r. 
e noch, And 


of the La Lucerne, &. Nye, Cove and other GY. 
„ and (from laſt 
Summer > = eric e) made very perfect and cos 

0 art which relatesto the 88 


_ Eaſe 5 pan Bag 454 is the chief Xen Huch 


elongs to this Uſeful and Reaſonable Improvement: 
By Stephen Switzer, Author of the Prattical Fruit 
and Kitchen-G ardener. 
A New Syſtem of Ariculture being a Com leat 
Body of Husbandry and Gardening, ma all the Parts 


of chem. By John Laureuce. M. 


